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FOREWORD 


This report, based on Canadian hospital morbidity 
experience for the year 1967, is the seventh of its type to be 
produced by the Department of National Health and Welfare. 


The national tables have been compiled and consolidated 
from data prepared by the Provincial and Territorial Insurance 
Plans. In some instances, the provincial data have already 
been published, in full or in part, by the provinces in their 
individual annual reports; in others, the data have been sub- 
mitted directly to this Department in the form oftables or were 
processed centrally by the Biostatistics Division and the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, using original records or 
duplicate cards or tapes provided by the provinces to the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


Hospital admission-separation forms provide the source 
material from which the tables for each province are prepared. 
The content and format, in general, follow the uniform outline 
for hospital morbidity statistics approved in 1961 by the 
Advisory Committee on Hospital Insurance and Diagnostic 
Services. Some provinces were unable to provide the informa- 
tion for certain tables, as indicated by the various footnotes. 


Separation rates and patient-day rates are based on the 
estimated 1967 Canadian population as published by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


This report was prepared in the Research and Statistics 
Directorate by Mr. A.C. McKenzie, Supervisor, Medical Care 
Statistics, under the direction of Mr. ©C.B. Walker, Principal 
Research Officer (Biostatistics). Sections of the report were 
produced through our standard computer program as revised 
by Mr. P. Dumouchel, programmer. Mr. R. Bélanger was 
responsible for the preparation of the tables and many of the 
calculations. 


ee ae 


John E. Osborne, Director, 
Research and Statistics. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The information in this report is contained in tables covering the 
following aspects of hospitalization in Canada: 


te Summary of separations and the patient-days of these separations 
by the agency responsible for payment of hospitalization, by 
province. 

a. Separations and patient-days by sex and age groups, separation 


rates and patient-day rates per 1,000 population, average length of 
stay and the percentage distributions of separations and patient- 
days, by province. 


a Separations and patient-days of these separations by age group and 
length of stay in hospital, by province. 


4, Separations, patient-days of these separations, separation rates 
and patient-day rates per 100,000 population, average length of 
stay, "expected" separations and days standardized to 1961 census 
population, and case rate and day rate comparisons with the year 
1962 rate = 100, by sex and age group, by the Canadian List of 98 
diagnoses, Canada. 


o: Separations, patient-days, average length of stay, separation rates 
and patient-day rates per 1,000 population, by age group for the 
ten most common diagnoses, by province. 


6. Separations, and separation rates per 100,000 population, and the 
rate per 1,000 separations for the twenty-five most common 
operations, by province. 


i Separations and patient-days for the 75 categories in the ''Tempo- 
rary List of Operations and Treatments", by province. 


8. Separations and patient-days for the categories in a special list of 
infant diagnoses, for newborn infants and for infants under one 
year of age, by province. 


When using the information in this bulletin, certain reservations 
should be kept in mind. The data are not meant to representa true 
measure of the actual amount of illness in each province or in Canada. 
They reflect only the morbidity experience of persons admitted to 
hospitals. Data concerning sick persons who are treated at home, ina 
physician's office, or in out-patient clinics are not included. 


It must also be recognized that the counts of cases and patient- 
days apply to ''separations''. A separation is defined as a "discharge or 
death'' occurring during the year. No account has been taken of multiple 
separations of an individual for the same illness, or multiple separations 
of an individual for different illnesses during the year. 


The number of ''separations"' is, therefore, somewhat greater than 
the number of individuals involved. A special study carried out in one 
province revealed that approximately 77 per cent of the individual patients 
hospitalized in 1965 were hospitalized once only, 15 per cent were hospi- 
talized twice and slightly over 4 per cent were hospitalized three times. 


In the Oxford, England, Record Linkage Study(1) patients with certain 
conditions such as carcinoma of the bronchus, carcinoma of the breast, 
diabetes, cataract, nervousness and debility, schizophrenia, and neurotic 
depressive reaction, were often hospitalized more than once during a 
year, so that rates based on the number of discharges fora specific 
condition were somewhat higher than the corrected in-patient morbidity 
rates based on individuals discharged. For other conditions, such as 
hypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids, acute appendicitis, and broncho- 
pneumonia, the rates based on discharges are close to the corrected 
rates based on individuals. 


Hospital caseloads also tend to reflect those disease conditions 
which receive some benefit from hospital facilities and services, with 
particular emphasis on surgery and intensive medical treatment. 
Examples of such conditions are acute appendicitis and coronary attacks. 
Alternatively, illnesses which can often be treated at home, or in the 
physician's office, such as upper respiratory illnesses and rheumatism, 
are less likely to appear in hospital morbidity statistics. Hospitalization 
data, therefore, may be a fair indicator of morbidity for some conditions 
but a poor indicator for others. 


The data represent hospital utilization, or the amount of care 
provided. The provinces differ somewhat in their arrangements to 
provide this care, such as in the number of hospital beds available in 
relation to provincial population, the number of chronic facilities avail- 
able, and the extent to which they are included in the hospital insurance 
program. Alternative forms of care, such as the care provided by 
nursing homes, will vary from province to province. Comparisons of the 
effect of these factors on hospital utilization are beyond the scope of this 
publication. 


It should be noted that Table 6 now includes supplementary 
information comparing the 1967 morbidity experience, With the base year 
1962, to indicate changes overa six -year period for each diagnostic 
category, by age group and sex. 


For convenience, the Canadian List of 98 Diagnoses has been 
included as an Appendix. This list, which was developed in 1961, will be 
phased out and replaced by a new list of 188 categories developed in 1968, 
together with a new group of recommended tables. Copies of the 188 List, 
and the new tables, are available from the Biostatistics Division, Depart- 
ment of National Health and Welfare, Ottawa. 


eer 


(l) Acheson, E.D. Medical Record Linkage. Oxford University Press, 
1967. London, New ~Lork, Loranto, o. 14) 
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FOREWORD 


This report, based on Canadian hospital morbidity 
experience for the year 1968, is the eighth of its type to be 
produced by the Department of National Health and Welfare. 


The national tables have been compiled and consolidated 
from data prepared by the Provincial and Territorial Hospital 
Insurance Plans. In some instances, the provincial data have 
already been published, in full or in part, by the provinces in 
their individual annual reports; in others the data have been 
submitted directly to this Department in the form of tables or 
were processed in Ottawa by the Biostatistics Division, 
Department of National Health and Welfare and the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, using original records or duplicate cards 
or computer tapes provided by the provinces to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. 


Hospital admission-separation forms provide the basic. 
source data from which the tables for each province are pre- 
pared. “rhe content and forma t “of the tables. in general, 
follow the outline for uniform hospital morbidity statistics 
approved in 1961 by the Advisory Committee on Hospital 
Insurance and Diagnostic Services. Some provinces were 
unable to provide the information for certain tables, as 
indicated by the various footnotes. Separation rates and 
patient-day rates are based on the 1968 population estimates 
as published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 


The present report is the last of a series which have 
utilized the 98-list of hospital morbidity categories. It is antic- 
ipated that future reports will incorporate a longer list of 188 
items based on the Eighth Revision of the International Classi- 
fication of Diseases, Adapted, as published by the U.S. 
Department of Health, Educatior and Welfare, Public: Health 
Service. 


This report was prepared in the Research and Statistics 
Directorate by Mr. A.C. McKenzie, Biostatistics Division, 
under the direction of Mr. C.B. Walker, Principal Research 
Officer (Biostatistics). Sections of the report were produced 
through a computer. Mr. R. Bélanger was responsible for the 
preparation of the tables and many of the calculations. 


John E. Osborne, Director, 
Research and Statistics. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The tables in this report cover the following aspects of 
hospitalization in Canada: 


rs Summary of separations and the patient-days of these 
separations by the agency responsible for payment of 
hospitalization, by province. 


ae Separations and patient-days by sex and age groups, separa- 
tion rates and patient-day rates per 1,000 population, 
average length of stay and the percentage distributions of 
separations and patient-days, by province. 


on Separations and patient-days of these separations by age 
group and length of stay in hospital, by province. 


4, Separations, patient-days of these separations, separation 
rates and patient-day rates per 100,000 population, average 
length of stay, ''expected'' separations and days standardized 
to the 1961 census population, and case rate and day rate 
comparisons with the year 1962 rate = 100, by sex and age 
group, by the Canadian List.of 98 diagnoses, Canada... 


ay Separations, patient-days, average length of stay, separation 
rates and patient-day rates per 1,000 population, by age 
group for the ten most common diagnoses, by province. 


6. Separations, and separation rates per 100,000 population, 
and the rate per 1,000 separations for the twenty-five most 
common operations, by province. 


5 Separations and patient-days for the 75 categories in the 
"Temporary List of Operations and Treatments", by 
province. 

8. Separations and patient-days for the categories ina special 


list of infant diagnoses, for newborn infants and for infants 
under one year of age, by province. 


When using the information in this bulletin, certain reserva- 
tions should be kept in mind. The data are not meant to represent a 
true measure of the actual amount of illness in each province or in 
Canada. They reflect only the morbidity experience of persons 
admitted to hospitals. Data concerning sick persons who are treated 
at home, in a physician's office, or in hospital out-patient clinics 
are not included. 


It must also be recognized that the counts of cases and 
patient-days apply to ''separations''. A separation is defined as a 
''discharge or death" occurring during the year. No account has 
been taken of multiple separations of an individual for the same ill- 
ness, Or multiple separations of an individual for different illnesses 
during the year. 


The number of ''separations'' reported is, therefore, some- 
what greater than the number of individuals involved. Although 
these distinctions may be of slight interest to those treating the sick 
person, they have definite interest for those concerned with hospital 
administration and planning of community services. In the Oxford, 


England, Record Linkage Study(1) patients with certain conditions 
such as carcinoma of the bronchus, carcinoma of the breast, dia- 
betes, cataract, nervousness and debility, schizophrenia, and 
neurotic depressive reaction, were often hospitalized more than 
once during a year, so that rates based on the number of discharges 
for a specific condition were somewhat higher than the corrected in- 
patient morbidity rates based on individuals discharged. For other 
conditions, such as hypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids, acute 
appendicitis, and broncho-pneumonia, the rates based on discharges 
are close to the corrected rates based on individuals. 


Hospital caseloads also tend to reflect those disease condi- 
tions which receive some benefit from hospital facilities and 
services, with particular emphasis on surgery andintensive medical 
treatment. Examples of such conditions are acute appendicitis and 
coronary attacks. Alternatively, illnesses which can often be 
treated at home, or in the physician's office, such as upper respira- 
tory illnesses and rheumatism, are less likely to appear in hospital 
morbidity statistics. Hospitalization data, therefore, may bea fair 
indicator of morbidity for some conditions but a poor indicator for 
others. 


The data represent hospital utilization, or the amount of care 
provided. The provinces differ somewhat in their arrangements to 
provide this care, such as in the number of hospital beds available 
in relation to provincial population, the number of chronic facilities 
available, and the extent to which they are included in the hospital 
insurance program. Alternative forms of care, such as the care 
provided by nursing homes, vary from province to province. Com- 
parisons of the effect of these factors on hospital utilization are 
beyond the scope of this publication. 


It should be noted that Table 6 now includes supplementary 
information comparing the 1968 morbidity experience with the base 
year 1962, to indicate changes over a seven-year period for each 
diagnostic category, by age group and sex. 


For convenience, the Canadian List of 98 Diagnoses has been 
included as an Appendix. This list, which was developed in 1961, 
will be phased out and replaced by a new list of 188 categories 
developed in 1968, together with a new group of recommended 
tables. Copies of the 188 List, and the new tables, are available 
from the Biostatistics Division, Department of National Health and 
Welfare, Ottawa. 


(1) Acheson, E.D. Medical Record Linkage. Oxford University 
Press, 1967. London, New York, TOLonte, 0s. 1 14: 
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TABLE 2c (i) = HOSPITALIZATION BY SEX AND AGE FOR PROVINCIAL PLAN IN-PATIENTS, INC 


(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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TABLE 2c (ii) - HOSPITALIZATION BY SEX AND AGE FOR PROVINCIAL PLAN IN-PATIENTS, INCLUDING OUT-OF-PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION, 1968 


(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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TABLE 2c ( 


(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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TABLE 2f (i) - HOSPITALIZATION BY SEX AND AGE FOR PROVINCIAL PLAN IN-PATIENTS, INCLUDING OUT-OF-PROVINCE 
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(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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TABLE 2g (i) - HOSPITALIZATION BY SEX AND AGE FOR PROVINCIAL PLAN IN-PATIENTS, INCLUDING OUT-OF- PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION, 1968 


(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENT-DAYS 
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TABLE 2g (ii) - HOSPITALIZATION BY SEX AND AGE FOR PROVINCIAL PLAN IN-PATIENTS, INCLUDING OUT-OF- PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION, 1968 
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(1) See notes on page 33 for details 
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